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Welcome to our School

Dear Parent/Carer

| welcome you to Stondon Lower School on behalf of the staff, the children, the parents and the governors.

It is our belief that every one deserves the best life chances and that our school, in partnership with parents
and carers, plays a vital role in that. We aim to promote a child's curiosity about the world around them,
foster an irresistible love of learning, develop their independence and social awareness and promote
lifelong positive learning behaviours. Our school motto "Value every one, value every chance, Value every
day" captures this belief and sits alongside our Vision and Aims for the school.

From the moment the children first arrive, we aim to help them to settle quickly, build excellent relation-
ships with other children and with adults, feel happy, safe and secure and quickly take those first steps on
the next phase of their learning journey.

Stondon Lower school is federated with Shillington Lower school in a Hard Federation. This means that they
have 1 head teacher and 1 governing body.

Stondon Lower School has a developing, committed and passionate staff team and Governing Body who
work closely together to provide a positive environment and experience that meets the needs of all pupils.
We are actively supported by a dedicated parent and teacher association (PTA).

We also work closely with Stondon Stompers, our community preschool providers and other community
members including All Saints’ church in Upper Stondon.

Stondon Lower is a Values school. We hold the values kite mark of which we are all very proud. It marks our
school as a place where developing good values is at the foundations of all learning.

Looking forward to welcoming you very soon,

Miss Sarah Woodham- Headteacher










Mrs Read and Mrs

Key
Stage 2

Staying in touch
A successful school like ours is built on a great working partnership with our children’s families and carers.
We have a range of ways to keep in touch regularly with you.

We greet the children at the school gate every morning and in the afternoon either the class teacher or
teaching assistant will see the children out and hand over in person to parent/family.

Every child has a home school diary in which both parents and teachers can write positive comments and
messages. This diary is the most important way we have of communication between school and home.

We use ParentMail regularly to communicate with our families. Every fortnight we email our newsletter to
report what has been happening in school and advise of events and issues for the coming weeks.

Twice a year two different days for the parent consultation evenings are offered and a range of times across
four hour slot on those days in order to maximise the options for parents.




The school day— Years 1,2,3 and 4
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School meals




Healthy Schools

Collecting Children

Parking

Breakfast and After School Club




Absence

PTA (parent and Teachers Association)







Safeguarding Children

The safety of your child is taken very seriously by all staff and governors at Stondon Lower School.

On rare occasions our concern about your child may mean that we have to consult other agencies. The
procedures we follow have been laid down by the local authority.

Children tell us they feel safe in school and know who to speak to if they have a concern.

We have a SMILE mentor and a behaviour support worker who can support with children experiencing social
and emotional difficulties.

In school our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) are Miss
Woodham and Mrs Dumpleton. Mrs Katie Brettell is our
safeguarding governor.

Mrs Dumpleton




Medicines ) . .
Accidents and First Aid

Parents should endeavour to ensure that, where

possible, medicines prescribed by the GP/hospital

can be administered before and after school, thus, Parents are contacted when children are ill or have
making it unnecessary for school staff to administer anything other than a minor injury. Parents are also
medicines during the school day. We will only be informed if children receive an injury which gives
able to administer medicine at school if it has been cause for concern. If parents are unobtainable, further
prescribed to be taken 4 times per day. medical advice will be sought, if it is felt appropriate.

If this is the case then we will ask you to complete

an “administering of medicines” form, available The local authority’s recommended procedure for first
from the school office. This must be completed by aid is to simply wash and, if necessary, cover cuts and
a parent on the first day the medicine is required. grazes. It is vital for parents to keep the school
Non-prescription  drugs/medication cannot be informed of any changes in medical conditions and

administered and should not be sent into school. emergency contact telephone numbers.

Sun Tan Lotions/Sun Hats

Staff are unable to apply sun tan lotion. There are now several products available which last all day. Where pos-
sible, please apply before your child attends school. However, should you wish your child to apply his/her own
lotion, please ensure it is kept in your child’s bag and clearly marked with your child’s name.

We would strongly recommend that all children wear sun hats during hot weather spells. The playground has
little shade protection and can get very hot.

School hats can be purchased from the office. However, you can provide your own hat, providing it is named.

School Closure

Parents are strongly encouraged to join the Local Authority SOS system which will email them as soon as a school
is closed.

If it is necessary to close the school in an emergency or at short notice, the procedure will be as follows:

1 The decision will be taken as early as possible by the Head Teacher, based on all the available information. The
safety of the children and staff will be paramount.

2. All closures will be put onto the school’s website and and will be sent out to parents via ParentMail.

3. Should it be necessary to close the school during the school day, parents will be contacted before children are
allowed to leave

In the event of having to evacuate the building at short notice, the children would be taken to Mount Pleasant golf
club whilst contact is made with parents.




Complaints Procedure

The school aims to work closely with parents and we hope that parents who have any concerns or anxieties will, in
the first instance, raise these with the class teacher.

The governors of the school do have arrangements and a complaints policy for considering complaints formally.

For general complaints and matters concerning special needs they have adopted a procedure which follows guide-
lines recommend by Central Bedfordshire Council.




Acts of Collective Worship Charging and Remission Policy

As required by the Education Reform Act The school operates a Charging and
1988, we offer a daily act of collective Remissions Policy which can be viewed on
worship, which is of “broadly Christian char- our website.

acter”. We try to be flexible to include the

needs of every child.

School parliament

This is a group of children from each year group, nominated and elected by the children across the school.

The children regularly hold meetings with Mrs Harrison to discuss issues relevant to the school. The children take
charge of the meeting and raise items on the agenda.

Our Charity of the Year Home School Agreement

Each year the school council vote on a This is written in your child’s school diary.

charity that the whole school will support We ask you to read, sign and discuss the home/school

agreement with your child and return a copy to school.




